
 
OCTOBER E- NEWSLETTER 
 
International Infection Prevention Week is October 13-19th and this year’s theme is  

 
 
 
Myth busting is an important role of an IP to ensure that people are getting vaccinated so that herd immunity 
can be accomplished to protect communities from disease. The percentage of the population that needs to be 
vaccinated to provide herd immunity depends on how easily the disease is transmitted to others. “R0”, the 
basic reproduction number, is assigned to diseases based on how many people one person can infect. Measles 
is the most infectious disease with a R0 between 12 and 18 which means that one person can infect 12 to 18 
people! The higher the R0, the higher the immunity threshold. Therefore, for a community to be protected 
from measles requires that 95% of the population be vaccinated against measles. Herd immunity protects 
those who are immunocompromised, elderly, infants and yes, those who refuse vaccinations. The problem is 
that more and more parents are refusing vaccines for their children! Too often parents are using the CT 
Religious Exemption to pick and chose which vaccines to give their child(ren) which is why CT is working on 
removing that exemption. Religions, except faith healers and Christian Science, have spoken out to say that 
vaccinations are allowed. 
 
 
Games and Activities: http://professionals.site.apic.org/get-social/online-resources/ 
 
 
Fun Videos by Peers: http://professionals.site.apic.org/get-social/videos/ 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
ICNC WEBSITE: The password for the member's portal is IPsCares! There is lots of great information to be 
found in the members section. If you have something you would like to share with membership, please send it 
to me. 
 
QUARTERLY STATEWIDE ICNC MEETING: November 1st at the Whitney Center. See the attached 
registration. CT DPH will be speaking about the CDC Enhanced Precautions for LTC and glucometer cleaning 
that continues to be an issue resulting in deficiencies.  
 
BACK TO BASICS TO HELP REDUCE HAIs ebook 
https://cdn2.hubspot.net/hubfs/150313/docs/Ebooks/ebook_Help%20Reduce%20HAIs%20(1537).pdf?utm
_source=hs_automation&utm_medium=email&utm_content=75878544&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-
_dkpCwRJnG_hl6679cEfJAs49cSUzgy_a-
MHOlvUU69AM5VND3GMwOw0kBqMg4JXliQRGhhJQmpzbRxArH6GsODXkF-Q&_hsmi=75878544 

MEASLES ELIMINATED IN 2000…. BUT BACK! 
1,243 cases since January 2019! Mostly due to unvaccinated children 

We need you to step up and take a leadership role in ICNC or 
the organization won’t be able to continue. If you are 
interested in taking a leadership role at the local chapter level 
or state level, please email me at kmagnussen@llhd.org. 

  



 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
BE PREPARED! THE FLU SEASON IS HERE!  
 

 
 

FLU VACCINE PROTECTION AGAINST SERIOUS OUTCOMES: 
 Two studies presented at the IDWeek Conference in Washington, DC last week, demonstrate good protection 
for the flu vaccine against hospitalization for influenza and other serious outcomes, including death. 
The first study found that the vaccine cut the risk of children being hospitalized with the flu by 46%, and the 
second found a 36% reduction in deaths and a lower risk of other serious conditions like pneumonia in adults 
infected by one strain of the virus.   
 
CLEAN…CLEAN…CLEAN… 
Flu virus can live 24 hours on surfaces and up to 72 hours if the surface is being constantly being reinoculated 
with the virus. Emphasize with environmental services and staff the importance of cleaning. High touch areas 
should be cleaned often. 
 
 
 



OUTBREAK! 
The Connecticut DPH considers one lab documented flu case an outbreak and should be reported to DPH and 
local health. Prevention measures need to be put into place. Education of the resident, family and staff needs 
to be documented.                                                                         

 
 

FOOD BORNE ILLNESS: 
The CDC and FDA just published that Salmonella, Escherichia coli O157, Listeria monocyogenes, and 
Campylobacter are the most common food borne illnesses. It noted that more than 75% of Salmonella 
illnesses were attributed to seven food categories: seeded vegetables (such as tomatoes), Chicken, Fruits, 
Pork, Eggs, other produce such as nuts, and beef. Meat from conventionally raised poultry was twice as likely 
to contain multidrug-resistant Salmonella as poultry labeled antibiotic-free or organic, according to a first-of-
its-kind study presented at IDWeek 2019. 
 
Remember! GI outbreaks require a sampling of stool specimens to rule out food borne illness. Norovirus is 
usually the cause of GI outbreaks in LTC but CT DPH does require that Salmonella and other food borne 
illnesses be ruled out. 
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